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30. By letter dated 15 August 2019, Mr Jabbour through his solicitor, confirmed that he 

had resigned and asserted that he had done so in the best interests of the AFP

 Mr Jabbour’s solicitors queried whether Mr 

Jabbour’s resignation brought the administrative investigation to an end. 

31. I am informed that there was a delay in responding to Mr Jabbour’s solicitors’ letter 

because

32. By letter dated 15 October 2019, the AFP confirmed to Mr Jabbour’s solicitors that 

the present investigation was continuing.  A further invitation was extended to 

Mr Jabbour to participate in a voluntary interview or provide a voluntary statement.  

33. At the present time a response has yet to be received to this letter. 

34. It has recently been confirmed that the CDPP will pursue criminal charges against 

Mr Jabbour in relation to two of the matters which were referred as a result of the 

ACLEI investigation.7  On 7 November 2019, Mr Jabbour entered pleas of not guilty 

in relation to both charges.  The criminal proceedings are reported to be next in Court 

in January 2020.8 

35. 

36. This Geranium Report will not be provided to Mr Jabbour for the reasons outlined 

below. 

 
7 ABC news article dated 16 October 2019 “Ex-AFP officer faces charges over gun possession and alleged 
abuse of public office”. https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-16/afp-officer-fighting-abuse-of-public-office-
charges/11606844. 
8 https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6479688/former-senior-officer-pleads-not-guilty-to-abuse-of-public-
office-firearm-charge/. 
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77. Mr Roberts-Smith joined the Seven Network in 2012 and has held various positions 

with Seven West Media since that time.  In addition to his employment with Seven 

West Media, Mr Roberts-Smith has received material support31 from Mr Stokes in 

relation to the allegations relating to war crimes and the diverse legal sequelae of those 

allegations.   

78. 

79. 

80. Mr Keelty said, that the request for him to reach out to Mr Roberts-Smith occurred 

sometime in about May 2018.37 

 
31 For example, one of Seven West Media’s senior internal lawyers is part of Mr Roberts-Smith’s private 
defence team. 
32

33

34

35

36

37
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85. 

86. 

87. 

88. 

89. Media articles concerning the alleged war crimes appear in Fairfax media written by 

Nick McKenzie and Chris Masters on 7 June 2018, 8 June 2018, 9 June 2018, 11 June 

2018, 12 June 2018 and 14 June 2018.  A number of these articles include commentary 

about what steps will be taken to investigate any alleged war crimes that the IGADF 

inquiry find to be substantiated.  Reference is made to the AFP in this regard. 
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stated that “making such a threat is a criminal offence and Defence has referred the 

matter to police”.43 

107. Commander Ryan took a diary note of the call. At the end of his diary note, he 

recorded that Deputy Commissioner Gaughan had “stated he had no knowledge of the 

matters apart from 3 letters investigation that was already publicly known.” 

108. On 8 June 2018, 12 days before the call between Mr Keelty and Deputy Commissioner 

Gaughan, an article had been published which referred to General Sengelman’s 2015 

memo to the SAS in which he was reported to have referred to three concerning 

matters involving the SAS in Afghanistan.  One of which involved an SAS soldier 

who had been caught stealing explosives, another involved an SAS soldier who had 

been arrested for armed robbery and a third where a soldier had lost weapons. 

109. 

110. 

 
43 https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/witnesses-at-war-crimes-inquiry-subject-to-mafia-style-threats-
20180614-p4zlgz.html. 
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117. On 17 July 2018, Mr Keelty met with Nick McKenzie and Chris Masters, journalists, 

at the Sheraton in Sydney.  He says that the journalists warned him that as an eminent 

Australian he should be careful about supporting Mr Roberts-Smith and that there was 

substance to the stories they had been publishing.  By his own account, receiving this 

information gave Mr Keelty cause to pause in relation to his contact with Mr Roberts-

Smith. 

118. Over the period 10 August 2018 to 13 August 2018, a number of media outlets ran 

stories on Mr Roberts-Smith and allegations of his involvement in war crimes in 

Afghanistan, an extra-marital affair and a subsequent assault of the woman involved 

in that affair.  The media articles quoted then Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull as 

acknowledging that he was aware of a police investigation into Mr Roberts-Smith and 

allegations of the domestic assault.  

119. 
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10.

11. On 20 June 2018, I received a message from Mr Keelty that he wished to speak with me. I 

recall organising a time that I would be available for him to contact me. I cannot recall the 

time that I provided but my recollection is he called me on my mobile at the time I had 

arranged. 

12. 

I arranged for MPRS Ryan to be present 

during the call, which was conducted on speaker and from my recollection MPRS Ryan took 

notes. 

13. Mr Keelty asked me a number of questions (he was seeking information about allegations 

relating to the IGADF enquiry and an affair Mr Roberts-Smith had and the subsequent 

assault of the female involved in the affair).  He also advised me of certain information (he 

advised me that he was supporting Mr Roberts-Smith, stating he was an Australian war 

hero and these were unfounded allegations and they have affected him and the allegations 

should be investigated carefully).  

14. I did not provide any information to Mr Keelty about any investigation into Mr Roberts-

Smith or the IGADF enquiry. I just listened to what Mr Keelty had to say.   

15. I have never met or had any contact with Mr Roberts-Smith. 

16. I am aware there are senior AFP staff who have contact with Mr Keelty since his retirement 

with the AFP at a professional level, including Commissioner Andrew Colvin and fellow 

Deputy Commissioners Jabbour and .  I am not aware of any executive staff 

that have contact with Mr Keelty on a social level.   

17.

18.
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19. I read this statement before I signed it.  

 
_______________________ (Signature) 

Neil Anthony Gaughan 

Deputy Commissioner  

Edmund Barton Building, Barton, ACT 

(insert date) 
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