
Pages 1 through 23 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
s42, s 47E(c), s 47E(d), s 47F(1), s 47G
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BACKGROUND 

The Whole of Australian Government Legal Services Panel (Standing Offer Notice ID SON3622041) (the 
Panel) commenced on 15 August 2019 and has been extended to 30 June 2024. 

The AFP transitioned to the WoAG Panel SON3622041 (the Panel) arrangements on 14 February 2020 
and no longer outsourced any new work under the old Home Affairs Parcelling Arrangements or the 
Department of Environment and Energy’s panel, as these parcelling arrangements ceased.  

The Panel has been established through a competitive value for money process following an open 
approach to market. Agencies are able to purchase directly from the Panel, as the Commonwealth 
Procurement Rules (CPRs) have been satisfied.  

Legal service providers are appointed to the Panel for one or a number of practice areas, each with 
associated schedules of rates. 

The Panel consists of 6 broad areas of law: 

1. workplace, industrial relations and compensation 
2. property and environment 
3. public law 
4. corporate and commercial 
5. litigation specialisation 
6. Legal Support Services  

Home Affairs has established Bundling arrangements with legal service providers for Corporate and 
Commercial, and General Public Law Bundles. In addition to accessing those Bundles, we will still be 
able to use different legal service providers, so long as the provider is on the Panel for the practice area 
of law for the requested services. 

Alongside the Panel, Commonwealth agencies can use Australian Government Solicitor (AGS) for any 
legal work at any time. However, we must use AGS for tied/national security work. 

Agencies are also able to purchase up to 10% of the value of their external legal services outside of the 
Panel. This includes from legal service providers who did not tender or who were not successful in being 
selected for the Panel.  

All “legacy” matters outsourced under the previous parceling arrangements have been completed.  

THE REQUIREMENT 

This spending proposal is for the provision of legal services: 

- the arrangements from the 2018/2019 financial year 
- 2019/2020, 2020/2021, 2021/2022 & 2022/2023 financial years in accordance with the 

Commonwealth Procurement Framework – the Panel arrangements which commenced on 
14 February 2020. 

- New financial year engagements 

LEX 3906 Page 25

THIS D
OCUMENT IS

 R
ELE

ASED BY 

 THE AUSTRALIA
N FEDERAL P

OLIC
E U

NDER THE 

FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N ACT 19

82



OFFICIAL 
 
 
 

High Value Spending Proposal (PART A) Panel Arrangement 
Approval to approach the market 
Version Control: v.11.2 13/08/2021 

 

 
26/06/2023 Page 3 of 17 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

AFP Legal may engage legal service providers by way of different methods of procurement, including: 

• Provision of legal advice by way of: 

o The Panel arrangements; 

o Arrangement with Australian Government Solicitor; 

o Access to the Home Affairs Bundling arrangements with legal service providers; 

o Approach to market in accordance with the Commonwealth Procurement Rules.  

For all of the above arrangements, the value of each specific contract / official order will be approved 
by the PGPA Delegate using AFP Legal’s LRN process (forming the HVSP Part B approval). 

Attachments 

• Whole of Australian Government Legal Services Panel – Areas of Law; 
• Matrix of Legal Services Providers; 
• AFP Specific requirements. 

Has a detailed ‘Statement of Requirements (SOR)’ been completed?  ☐ Yes ☒ No   
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Elements to Value for Money 

The procuring business area confirms this procurement will achieve VFM for the AFP as it:  
(select all that apply): 

☒ Encourages competition and is non-discriminatory (approaching multiple suppliers) 
☒ Uses public resources in an efficient, effective, economical and ethical manner 
☒ Facilitates accountable and transparent decision making 
☒ Encourages appropriate engagement with risk 
☒ Is commensurate with the scale and scope of the business requirement 

 

Where all of the above elements to VFM cannot be met provide additional justification: 

The Panel has been established through a competitive value for money process following an open 
approach to market. 

For each specific contract/order, AFP Legal will generally seek 3 or more quotes from legal services 
providers on the Panel or the Home Affairs Bundling Arrangement. Where a decision is made to approach 
only one supplier, the LRN Form requires justification. This could be for reasons including urgency, 
continuation of existing work or similar matters where another provider would have to spend significant 
time familiarising with the work, specialist skillsets, or sensitivity of matter. 

 

PROCUREMENT PROCESS  

The procurement process will be conducted in accordance with the CPRs and the AFP National Guideline 
on procurement and contracting   The procurement method detailed above will ensure that value for 
money will be achieved. 

 

PROCUREMENT STAKEHOLDERS  

In accordance with the National Guideline on procurement and contracting, the following AFP business 
areas have been consulted (select all that apply): 
 

☒ AFP Legal Insert LEX ref #  ☐ DAF TA* Insert TA ref # 
☐ Security     ☐ DTA Consider First Policy Insert CONF ref # 
☐ National Armoury   ☐ DTA Fair Criteria Policy Insert FAIC ref # 
☐ Portfolio Financial Representative ☐ Operational Safety & Security Working Group  
☐ National Assets Team   ☐ Other business area [Insert] 
☐ ICT Assets Team   
 

Note: *For ICT-related procurements, a Design Authority Forum (DAF) Technology Acquisition (TA) 
number must be obtained by consulting with Operations Technology and Innovation (OT&I). To obtain the 
DAF TA number log a job in the AFP Service Portal.  
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The Recommending Officer confirms: 

☒ No perceived or actual conflicts have been identified or declared.

☐ Perceived or actual conflicts have been identified.
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