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OP SOLIS - AFP INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATHS OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN BASED JOURNALISTS COLLECTIVELY KNOWN 
AS THE BALIBO FIVE

• I am aware the AFP has conducted an extensive review of the investigation into 
the deaths of the journalists collectively known as the Balibo 5.

• This has been a complex investigation relying on evidence that exists in 
overseas jurisdictions.

• I am advised that the AFP has exhausted all avenues of inquiry in relation to the 
matter and will be taking no further action.

• I understand a senior AFP investigator briefed the Australian based next of kin 
on Thursday 6 November concerning the decision to take no further action in 
this investigation.  United Kingdom based families were likewise provided a 
detailed explanation, in writing, on 7 November 2014. 

• I am aware of the media article authored by Senator Xenophon dated 27 
October, 2014.  

• Decisions relating to the investigation are a matter for the AFP, as such it would 
not be appropriate for me to comment further.
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