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Information:

In November 2007, a NSW coronial inquest was held into the death of Brian Peters (one of the
‘Balibo Five’), who along with Malcolm Rennie, Gary Cunningham, Gregory Shackleton and
Anthony Stewart was killed in Balibo, Timor-Leste in October 1975. The NSW Coroner found that
war crimes may have been committed by two former Indonesian army officers in Timor-Leste in
1975, and in January 2008, referred this matter to the Attorney General.

2. In August 2009, the AFP commenced an investigation into this matter.

3 On 12 September 2014, Deputy Commissioner Michael Phelan wrote to the Acting
Secretary of the Attorney Generals Department (AGD), Tony Sheehan, to advise him that the AFP
had thoroughly investigated the matter, had exhausted all avenues of enquiry, and would not be
providing a brief of evidence to the Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions. This letter is
attached and outlines the AFP’s rationale in reaching this decision.
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i In finalising the investigation, the AFP has developed a sirategy which includes briefing the
next of kin of the ‘Balibo Five’ in Australia and the United Kingdom in line with previous annual
briefings. Talking points for this briefing are being prepared in consultation with AGD and the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT).

8. It is anticipated that a meeting will be held with the next of kin on 8 October 2014 in
Melbourne, which will coincide with a similar meeting with next of kin in the United Kingdom.
The meeting will also coincide with an AFP media release being released. A media strategy is
currently being prepared in consulation with AGD and DFAT.

Consultation for the preparation of this brief: AGD, DFAT.
Future action: Proposed meeting with next of kin on 8§ October 2014.

Expected reaction: This case has drawn significant media interest locally, nationally and
internationally. It is expected there will be strong criticism of the AFP, particularly from certain
next of kin.

South Australian Senator Nick Xenophon has been a vocal advocate on behalf of some of the next
of kin and it is likely he will be critical of the AFP.
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Recommendation: That you note the contents of this brief.

@ed Jan McCartney

National Manager
Crime Operations

2 October 2014

Minister for Justice
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pose: For Information. S \} ,\Q)
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Previous Submissions: 2754 of 8 September 2 6@42@9 &“ﬁnrch 2010, 1129 of April 2010,

80058 of 17 March 2011 and 80403 of 28 Ju IO\/
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Background Information: &\ vy ?'S

The Australian Federal Police (AF ¢ Hivesti g allegations that on 16 October 1975, five
Australian based journalists w §n Killed at Balibo in the former Portuguese East Timor
(now known as Timor Leslce)@)m% a d invasion by Indonesian forces.

2. The five journah @wo@%l()ﬁ%guese East Timor. It is alleged that on the moming of 16
October 1975 the j iﬁy’e led at Balibo. afier Indonesian troops. accompanied by Fast
Timorese supporters, attack own.

4. In July 2011 the former Minister for Home Affairs and Justice. the Hon. Brendan O’Connor.
was briefed on the AFP investigation into the deaths of five journalists, collectively known as the
*Balibo Five'. The purpose of this brief is to provide you with an update on this matter.

New Information:
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Consultation: Nil.

Future action: The AFP will brief you on future developments in this investigation.

Expected reaction: Nil.

Ramzi Jabbour
Performing the duties of
Deputy Commissioner Operations

. March 2012
Action Officer: | s47(c)
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3. On 24 A'ﬁ;ﬁ\ZOlZ the AFP wrote to the next of kin of the journalists both in Australia and
the United Kingdom advising them of the current status of the investigation.
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Consultation: Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT).

Futare Acions

Expected Reaction: Media attention is anticipated in the event of a public announcement into the
status of this investigation.

Recommendation: That you note the contents of this brief. -
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Ramzi Jabbour
Na.tional Manz?ger
Q/ Crime Operations
1 Q:& 1 May 2012
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TO

RPN
The Australian Federal Police (AF ¢ t@g allegations that on 16 October 1975, five
Australian based journalists w at Balibo in the former Portuguese East Timor
(now known as Timor Lest?)@;rmvgﬁn at&ed invasion by Indonesian forces.
N\
2. The five journah

"N
October 1975 the j i

e

Timorese support

Background Information:

\?Pﬁ)ﬁlguese Last Timor. It is alleged that on the moming of 16
e led at Balibo. after Indonesian troops. accompanied by Last

4. In July 2011 the former Minister for Home Affairs and Justice. the Hon. Brendan O’ Connor.
was briefed on the AFP investigation into the deaths of five journalists. collectively known as the
“Balibo Five'. The purpose of this briet is to provide you with an update on this matter.

New Information:
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Consultation: Nil.
Future action: The AFP will brief you on future developments in this investigation.
Expected reaction: Nil. &Q\Q/

Recommendation: That you note the contents of this briefQ;\ QS‘

RamZi Jabbour
Performing the duties of
Deputy Commissioner Operations

. March 2012

Action Officer: [INS#EG
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