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Defending Australia's domestic security and our region 

The AFP will provide policing and protective services to defend and protect the Australian 

community and our region. The AFP will prioritise global and national threats and criminals who 

are impacting, or will impact, Australia's sovereignty, democracy and prosperity. The AFP will focus 

on disrupting threats before they cause harm to Australia, working with Pacific partners to build 

collective resilience against regional threats, and targeting high-harm and high-value targets with a 

direct nexus to national security. Our visible policing and protective services duties in public places 

will build community trust and deter and prevent crimes and potential threats. In Australia, the AFP 

will help protect high office holders and Commonwealth parliamentarians, designated airports, 

places of significance and the ACT community. 

As a reliable and trusted international leader in law enforcement, the AFP's principles firmly adhere 

to the rule of law and sharing information and capabilities that help keep all countries safe. 

Protecting vulnerable communities 

The AFP will protect vulnerable communities from harm and exploitation, including from 

radicalisation, child exploitation or those being targeted by violence or hatred. The AFP will 

prioritise social cohesion and be agile in responding to those who are seeking to damage 

Australia's social fabric and create division and violence. The AFP will focus on intervening early to 

minimise harm and building resilience through trusted collaborations with the community and our 

partners. The AFP is a trusted agency that will use public messaging to educate the public about 

Commonwealth crime trends to help keep them safe but also to deter criminality. 

Investing in science and technology-led capability 

The AFP will embrace science and technology to stay ahead of threats and empower our people to 

best deliver on our mission. We will prioritise keeping pace with our adversaries' capabilities and 

making it easier and safer for our people to do their job; overlayed with governance to ensure 

responsible and ethical use. This includes embracing artificial intelligence and big data 

management tools to optimise our operating environment. 
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